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Sir,  
 I request that the following matter may kindly be published in your esteemed daily: 

Tapioca will Fetch Good Price in October-November, 2013 

Tapioca or Cassava (Manihot esculenta), is cultivated in all tropical regions of the 
world and was produced in more than 80 countries with a production of 250 million tonnes 
during 2011-12, Major tapioca producing countries are Nigeria (37.5 million tonnes), Brazil 
(24.35 million tonnes), Indonesia (23.91 million tonnes) and Thailand (22.01 million 
tonnes). In tapioca cultivation, India ranks 17th in area, 9th in production, and first in 
productivity (34.75 tonnes/ha). Tapioca is cultivated in an area of 2.32 (lakhs ha) in India, 
with a total production of 8.06 million tons during 2011-12. In India the tapioca is largely 
cultivated in Tamil Nadu and parts of Kerala, Meghalaya, Assam and Andhra Pradesh. It is 
consumed both as freshly cooked tubers and processed food products like chips and sago. It 
also forms a component of animal and poultry feed. Industries use tapioca for producing 
starch, glucose and other food products. India ranks 8th place in tapioca export value led by 
Thailand, China and Vietnam during 2011-12. Indian export value has increased from 60.86 
million (2006-07) to `95.64 million (2011-12). India exports two forms of tapioca raw 
tubers such as, frozen tapioca and raw tubers to the Middle East countries.  

 
  Tamil Nadu and Kerala are the two major tapioca growing States in India, together 
accounted for 88.65 per cent of total tapioca growing area in India. However, it is grown 
widely as a food crop in Kerala while it is grown mainly for industrial purposes in Tamil 
Nadu. In Tamil Nadu, tapioca is being cultivated over an area of about 1.20 lakh hectares 
covering many districts. The major districts cultivating tapioca are Dharmapuri (29.90 
thousand ha), Namakkal (21.54 thousand ha), Salem (19.55 thousand ha), Villupuram 
(11.52 thousand ha) and Erode (8.69 thousand ha), accounting, for 70 percent of total area 
under tapioca during 2010-11. Besides the area under tapioca is said to be expanding to 
Trichy (5.88 thousand ha), Cuddalore (4.28 thousand ha), Karur (3.63 thousand ha) and 
Tiruvannamalai (3.50 thousand ha) districts. In Kanyakumari (3.54 thousand ha), district it 
is mostly used for culinary purposes.  
 

In Tamil Nadu, tapioca is being cultivated under both irrigated (June-July) and 
rainfed (November-December) conditions coinciding with the South-West and North-East 
Monsoons, respectively. There are three hybrids of tapioca strains viz., White Rose  
(H-226), H-165 and Mulluvadi (MVD-1) are popular in Tamil Nadu and these three hybrids 

 



are mainly planted for industrial use such as, sago and starch and they occupy more than 75 
percent of total tapioca area in Salem, Dharmapuri and Namakkal Districts of Tamil Nadu. 

 
Tapioca tuber is available for the industry from July to April but the peak period of 

raw material availability is only during the November to February period during which the 
starch content of the tubers is at its peak. Winter appears to be helpful for the consolidation 
of starch in the tubers. Maximum crushing activity is being undertaken during this period 
only. Tapioca is being used as a raw material for a number of value added industrial 
products such as starch, sago, glucose, dextrin, gums and fructose syrup. Liquid glucose and 
dextrose are widely used in food and pharmaceutical Industries. There are about 1,500 units 
manufacturing Sago and Starch in and around Salem. 

 
Nowadays, most of the tapioca growers are switching over to other crops especially, 

maize cultivation. Hence, area and production of tapioca has declined during 2012-13. 
Under these circumstances, back office of Agro Marketing Intelligence and Business 
Promotion Centre (AMI&BPC) in Centre for Agricultural Rural Development Studies 
(CARDS), Tamil Nadu Agricultural University has analysed the wholesale price of the last 
10 years of Salem market to provide market intelligence for the tapioca grown in plains of 
major growing districts. The analyses revealed that the price for the harvested tubers would 
be Rs.9 to 10 per kg during October-November 2013. Accordingly, farmers are advised to 
take up their selling decision. 

 
For further details contact: 

Domestic and Export Market Intelligence Cell (DEMIC) 
Centre for Agricultural and Rural Development studies, 
Tamil Nadu Agricultural University,  
Coimbatore - 641 003. 
Phone: 0422-2431405. 
 

For technical information farmers may contact, 
Professor and Head,  
Department of Vegetable Crops, 
 Horticultural College& Research Institute, 
Tamil Nadu Agricultural University,  
Coimbatore - 641 003. 
Phone: 0422-6611374,  
            0422-6611283. 
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Iah/  
              fPnH Fwpg;gplg;gl;Ls;s bra;jp tptuj;jpid j';fsJ nkyhd ehspjHpy; 
gpuRhpf;FkhW md;g[ld; ntz;Lfpnwd;.  

 

kuts;spf;fpH';fpw;;F tUfpd;w mf;nlhgh;- etk;ghpy; ey;y tpiy fpilf;Fk; 

cyfstpy; kuts;spf;fpH';fhdJ/ vz;gJf;Fk;  nkw;gl;l ehLfspy;/ gutyhf  
gaph;rhFgo bra;ag;gl;L 250 kpy;ypad; ld;fSf;F nkyhf fpH';F cw;gj;jp 
bra;ag;gLfpd;wJ. ie$Phpah (37.5 kpy;ypad; ld;fs;)/ gpnurpy; (24.35 kpy;ypad; ld;fs;)/ 
,e;njhndrpah (23.91 kpy;ypad; ld;fs;) kw;Wk; jha;yhe;J (22.01 kpy;ypad; ld;fs;) 
nghd;w ehLfs;/ kpf mjpfkhf kuts;sp fpH';fpid rhFgo bra;fpd;wd.  

 
cyfstpy; ,e;jpah/ kuts;spf;fpH';F rhFgo gug;gstpy; 17tJ ,lj;ija[k;/ 

cw;gj;jpapy; 9tJ ,lj;ija[k; kw;Wk; cw;gj;jpjpwdpy; (34.75 ld;fs;/vf;lh;) Kjyplj;ija[k; 
bgw;Ws;sJ. ,e;jpahtpy;/ kuts;sp rhFgo  gug;gst[ 2.32 ,yl;rk; vf;lh; Mft[k;/ bkhj;j 
cw;gj;jp 8.06 kpy;ypad; ld;fs; Mft[k; cs;sJ. nkYk; kuts;spf;fpH';F  nfush/ 
nkfhyah/ mrhk; kw;Wk; Me;jpug;gpunjrk; nghd;w khepy';fspy; gutyhf 
gaphplg;gLfpd;wJ. ,f;fpH';fhdJ/ ntfitf;fg;gl;L czthft[k;/ $t;thprp/ rpy;Yfs; 
(rpg;!;)  nghd;w gjg;gLj;jg;gl;l czt[ tiffshft[k;/ tpUk;gp cz;zg;gLfpd;wJ. nkYk; 
fhy;eilfs; kw;Wk; nfhHpfSf;F jPtd';fshft[k; gad;gLfpwJ. bjhHpw;rhiyfs; \yk; 
,f;fpH';fpy; ,Ue;J kht[/ FSf;nfh!; kw;Wk; ,ju bghUl;fs; cw;gj;jp bra;ag;gLfpwJ.  

 
,e;jpah 2011-12y; kuts;spf;fpH';F Vw;Wkjpapy; 8tJ ,lj;ij bfhz;Ls;sJ. 

jha;yhe;J/ rPdh kw;Wk; tpal;ehk; nghd;w ehLfs; kuts;sp bghUl;fs; Vw;Wkjpapy; 
Kd;dzp tfpf;fpd;wd. ,e;jpahtpd; bkhj;j kuts;spf;fpH';fpd; Vw;Wkjp kjpg;g[ 2006-
07y; +.60.86 kpy;ypadpypUe;J/ 2011-12y; +.95.64 kpy;ypadhf cah;e;Js;sJ. ,e;jpah 
,f;fpH';fpid/ gr;ir fpH';Ffshft[k; kw;Wk; ciwaitf;fg;gl;l fpH';Ffshft[k;/ kj;jpa 
fpH';F ehLfSf;F Vw;Wkjp bra;ag;gLfpd;wJ. 

 
jkpH;ehL kw;Wk; nfush khepy';fspy;/ kuts;spf;fpH';F mjpfkhf 

gaphplg;gLfpwJ. ,t;tpuz;L khepy';fs; nrh;e;J ,e;jpahtpd; bkhj;jr;rhFgo 
gug;gstpy;/ 88.65 rjtPj;ij  bfhz;Ls;sd. nfushtpy; ,f;fpH';F czt[ bghUshft[k;/ 
jkpH;ehl;oy; kjpg;g{l;lg;gl;l th;j;jfg; bghUshft[k;; gad;gLj;jg;gLfpwJ. jkpH;ehl;oy; 
,f;fpH';fpd;  bkhj;j rhFgo gug;gst[ 1.20 ,yl;rk; vf;lh; MFk;. ,jpy; jUkg[hp khtl;lk; 
(29.90  Mapuk; vf;lh;)  Mft[k;/ ehkf;fy; (21.54 Mapuk; vf;lh;)/ nryk; (19.55 Mapuk; vf;nlh;)/ 
tpGg;g[uk; (11.52 Mapuk; vf;lh;)  kw;Wk; <nuhL (8.69 Mapuk; vf;lh;)  Mfpad 
kuts;spf;fpH';F gaphpLk; Kf;fpa khtl;l';fshFk;. nkw;Twpa/ khtl;l';fs; nrh;e;J/ 
jkpH;ehl;od; bkhj;j kuts;spf;fpH';fpd; rhFgo gug;gstpy;/ vGgJ rjtPj  gug;gsit 
bfhz;Ls;sd.  nkYk;/ ,f;fpH';F rhFgo/ jpUr;rpuhg;gs;sp (5.88 Mapuk; vf;nlh;)/ flY}h; 
(4.28 Mapuk; vf;nlh;)/ f+h; (3.54 Mapuk; vf;lh;) kw;Wk; jpUtz;zhkiy (3.50 Mapuk; 
vf;lh;)  nghd;w khtl;l';fspy; rhFgo gug;gst[ btFthf mjpfhpj;J  tUfpd;wJ. 

 



fd;dpahFkhp khtl;lj;jpy; bgUk;ghYk;/ ,f;fpH';F tiffs; rikay; nehf;f';fSf;fhf 
kl;Lnk gaphplg;gLfpwJ.  

 
jkpH;ehl;oy;/ kuts;spf;fpH';F gapuhdJ/ khdhthhp ($%d;-$%iy) kw;Wk; ,wit 

(brg;lk;gh;- ork;gh;) gUt';fspYk;/ gutyhf gaphplg;gLfpwJ. \d;W tif tPhpa xl;L 
,uf';fs; rhFgof;F mjpfkhf gad;gLj;jg;gLfpd;wd. mit Kiwna/  H-226/ H-165 
kw;Wk; Ks;Stho (MVD-1) nghd;w tPhpa xl;L ,uf';fs; gpugykhditahFk;. ,t;tif 
fpH';F tiffs; aht[k; bgUk;ghYk;/ bjhHpw;rhiyfspy;/ kht[ kw;Wk; $t;thprp jahhpf;f 
gad;gLj;jg;gLfpwJ. ,k;\d;W tPhpa xl;L ,uf tiffns nryk;/ jUkg[hp kw;Wk; 
ehkf;fy;  khtl;l';fspd;  bkhj;j kuts;spf;fpH';fpd;  gug;gstpy;;/  75 rjtPjj;ij 
bfhz;Ls;sd.  

 
bjhHpw;rhiyfSf;F kuts;spf;fpH';F tuj;J $%iy khjj;jpypUe;J/ Vg;uy; khjk; 

tiu fpilf;f bgWfpwJ. Mdhy;/ etk;gh; Kjy; gpg;uthp tiua[s;s khj';fspy;/ mjpfkhd 
tuj;J fpilf;fpd;wd. ,jw;Ff;fhd fhuzk; Fsph;fhyj;jpy; fpH';fpd; kht[r;rj;J 
mjpfkhf cs;sjhFk;. ,jdhy; ,k;khj';fspy; bjhHpw;rhiyfspy; kuts;spf;fpH';F 
tuj;J mjpfkhf cs;sJ.   

 
kuts;spf;fpH';fhdJ/ gyjug;gl;l bghUl;fs; jahhpf;f mjpfkhf 

gad;gLj;jg;gLfpwJ. nkYk;/ ,f;fpH';F Kiwna/ kht[/ $t;thprp/ FSf;nfh!;/ 
blf;;l;nuh!;/ gpuf;nlh!; nghd;w bghUl;fs;   jahhpf;f gad;gLj;jg;gLfpwJ. ,jpy; 
FSf;nfh!; kw;Wk; blf;l;nuh!; nghd;wit czt[ kw;Wk; kUe;J jahhpg;g[ 
bjhHpw;rhiyfspy; bghpJk; gad;gLfpwJ. nryk; kw;Wk; mjd; Rw;W  tl;lhu';fspy; kht[ 
kw;Wk; $t;thprp bjhHpw;rhiyfs; 1500f;Fk; mjpfkhf fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. 

 
,e;j NH;epiyapy;/ jkpH;ehL ntshz;ikg; gy;fiyf;fHfj;jpy; ,a';Fk; ntshz; 

tpw;;gidj; jfty;  kw;Wk; tzpf Cf;Ftpg;g[ ikaj;jpd; g[d;gpy mYtyfk;/ fle;j 10 
tUl';fshf kuts;spf;fpH';F mjpfkhf gaphplg;gLk; nryk; kw;Wk; mjid Rw;wpa[s;s 
rkbtsp gFjpfspy; tpise;j fpH';fpw;F/ nryk; bkhj;jr;re;ijfspy; epytpa 10 tUl 
tpiyg;gw;wpa Ma;t[ nkw;bfhz;lJ. mjd;go/ tUfpd;w mf;nlhgh; Kjy; etk;gh; khjk;tiu 
kuts;spf;fpH';fpw;F tptrhapfSf;F fpnyht[f;F +.9 Kjy; +.10 tiu fpilf;Fk; vd 
vjph;ghh;f;fg;gfpwJ. 

 

nkYk; tptu';fSf;F bjhlh;g[ bfhs;s:‐ 
 cs;ehl;L kw;Wk; Vw;Wkjp re;ijj; jfty; ikak;/ 
 ntshz; kw;Wk; Cuf nkk;ghl;L Ma;t[ ikak;/ 
 jkpH;ehL ntshz;ikg; gy;fiyf;fHfk;/ 
 nfhak;g[j;J}h; - 641 003/ 
           bjhiyngrp : 0422 -2431405 
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            njhl;lf;fiyf; fy;Yhup kw;Wk; Muha;r;rp epiyak;/ 
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